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TOPIC DISCUSSION  ACTION 

NEEDED 
Membership 

Total (37) 

 

Virtual Microsoft Teams Meeting 

1. Islamiyat Nancy Adebisi, Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade 

2. Tenesha Avent, March of Dimes (Vice Chair) 

3. Heather Baker, HSCMD 

4. Precious Baker, JTCHS  

5. Cristina Brito, West Kendall Baptist Hospital (Chair) 

6. Krystal Burkeybile, CLT Business Solutions  

7. Johanne Celestin, Center for Multicultural Wellness and Prevention 

8. Manny Cerda, First Kids PPEC 

9. Sofia De Izaguirre, Caring For Miami 

10. Gilda Ferradaz, DCF 

11. Luis Ferrer, Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade 

12. Yoselin Garcia, Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade  

13. KeTia Harris, JTCHS Breastfeeding Touchpoint Program, LHMG 

14. Jeff Hurst, DCF  

15. Carolina Iparraguirre, Community Member 

16. Leah Jayanetti, ICU Baby 

17. Kindra Johnson, Arts A L, Inc. 

18. Debi La Belle, The Education Fund 

19. Indiana Lanzas, United Way Miami 

20. Omy Llanares, Caring For Miami 

21. Esther McCant, Metro Mommy Agency 

22. Tamia Medina, UHealth  

23. Talli Menchion, Easterseals/Early Steps Southernmost Coast 

24. Bianca Montenegro, UM School of Nursing and Health Studies 

25. Imani Morgan, Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade  

26. Jessica Mulroy, Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade 

27. Ruby Natale, UM 

28. Eglee Nunez, STARS Global Preparatory 

29. Tatiana Perrino, UM School of Nursing and Health Studies 

30. Deborah Pulido, FIU 

31. Carla Sabugo, DOH-Miami-Dade WIC 

32. Veronica Salcedo, Community Member   

33. Raymond Sancristobal, UM 
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34. Lisa St Philus, JTCHS Oral Health and Wellness Program 

35. Frantz Theodore, Center for Multicultural Wellness and Prevention 

36. Melody Velez, United Healthcare 

37. Candice Schottenloher, Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade (Committee Liaison)  

Welcome and 

Introductions 

The May 2023 monthly meeting of the Consortium for a Healthier Miami-Dade Children Issues 

Committee was brought to order by Cristina Brito at 10:05 a.m. All members were welcomed and 

introduced themselves.  

 

Approval of 

Minutes 

There was a motion to approve the April 2023 Children Issues minutes by Frantz Theodore, the motion 

was seconded by Jeff Hurst.   

 

Florida 

Department of 

Health in Miami-

Dade County 

Swim Safety 

Presentation 

Yoselin Garcia, Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade County Epidemiology Department, 

presented on swim safety and drowning prevention best practices and shared relevant statistics and 

metrics related to swim safety. Yoselin Garcia is also a drowning prevention champion for a new 

initiative called the Drowning Prevention Project and in this role is providing prevention materials to 

multiple organizations. Cristina Brito shared information for the West Kendall Baptist Water Safety 

Splash Day on May 21st, 2023. Gilda Ferradaz shared the DCF website for information on child 

fatalities investigated by the department, including drownings. 

 

Executive Board 

Update  

Cristina Brito shared that the Consortium Annual Event, which will be celebrating the Consortium’s 

20th Anniversary is anticipated to be on Friday, November 3rd. She thanked those who have joined the 

Consortium Event Task Force and noted that anyone interested in joining the Consortium Event Task 

Force to assist with planning to contact Candice Schottenloher. There will be an opportunity for 

organizations to sponsor this event and further details pend. She shared that the CDC project officer 

recently conducted a multi-day site visit. On the first day, at West Perrine and that Cristina and Leyanee 

presented on the work of all the Consortium Committees to the CDC project officers and DOH 

Leadership team. On the second day here was also a Showcase with panel presentations and poster 

presentations. 

 

Healthy Baby 

Taskforce Update  

The Healthy Baby Taskforce update was provided by Tenesha Avent. The Healthy Baby Taskforce is 

a sub-committee of the Children Issues committee. The Taskforce last met in April, and they approved 

the wallet card and palm card designs for the Healthy Baby, Healthy Corner Store initiative. The palm 

card will be shared at community events and the business card will be shared in healthy retail corner 

stores. Spanish translation for both designs are in progress. The Healthy Baby Taskforce will meet on 

Friday, May 19th, 2023, at 12:30 p.m. Esther McCant shared that they are addressing climate and 

environmental impacts to birth outcomes. The Baby Safe Sleep Community Survey was shared and is 

still open to be completed. 

 

Previous Action 

Items 

 

During this committee meeting a brief overview of the QR Resource Code Flyer initiative was shared 

with the members. This is an opportunity for partners to share any updates on the dissemination of the 

flyer to the community and if organizations have any updated materials to include on the Children 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BabySafeSleepSurvey
https://www.healthymiamidade.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/CI-QR-Resource-Flyer-FINAL.pdf
https://www.healthymiamidade.org/committees/children-issues-oral-health/resources/
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QR Code 

Resource Flyer 

 

 

 

Elder Issues 

Collaboration 

Discussion  

Issues Resource Page. This page includes the resources which link families and children to health care 

services and programs in Miami-Dade County. Discussion was opened to update the portion of the 

flyer that is specific to COVID-19 in light of the end of the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency. Ideas 

were shared and time will be set aside at the next meeting to discuss further. 

 

As previously discussed, Elder Issues Committee is collaborating with the Children Issues Committee 

to host an inter-generational community walk. This aligns with the following work plan activity.     

• By September 30, 2024, partner with the Elder Issues Committee to educate the community on 

generational support. 

The Elder Issues Committee work plan committee activities it relates back to includes the following: 

• By September 30, 2024, the Elder Issues Committee will organize a walk to encourage elder adults 

to increase physical activity. 

The Elder Issues Committee has identified 16 zip codes of interest to host the walk in. Deerwood 

Bonita Lakes Park has been identified as a potential location. Upcoming items for consideration are 

how best to promote the event. 

Performance 

Measures in Need 

of Improvement  

The committee discussed May is National Water Safety Month. The committee reviewed the following 

work plan activity that needs improvement related to swim and heat safety: By September 30, 2024, 

the Children Issues Committee will develop an educational awareness campaign on asthma, safety, 

heat, and sun protection. A reminder was shared the Water Safety Splash Day event on behalf of West 

Kendall Baptist Hospital will be hosted on Sunday, May 21st, 2023, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. This event 

was promoted to the full Consortium and next month updates will be shared. Also, West Kendall 

Baptist Hospital has begun to host their swim safety webinars.  

 

Recognition of 

Improved 

Performance 

March of Dimes had a pop-up grocery market experience on March 19th with over 200 attendees. The 

Black History Month health extravaganza on February 26th was successful. The Ending the HIV 

Epidemic on February 15th had 300 attendees. Count the Kicks materials were shared in English, 

Spanish, and Creole. 

 

New Business  

 

Financial 

Literacy for 

Middle and High 

School Students 

Presentation 

Frantz Theodore and Johanne Celestin, Center for Multicultural Wellness and Prevention presented 

about their program that teaches children financial literacy. This program was funded by the OT21-

2103 grant via the Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade County and works with middle and 

high school students. They partner with schools, after school programs, faith-based organizations and 

many others and the course is taught over 4 sessions. Frantz Theodore is seeking partnership to provide 

this program to more kids and the program flyer and contact information will be shared. 

 

Partner Updates  

 

 

The committee members were able to share and briefly discuss their current work, initiatives, events, 

and projects as it aligns with the committee goals and work plan activities.  

 

https://www.healthymiamidade.org/committees/children-issues-oral-health/resources/
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- First Kids PPEC: Manny Cerda introduced his organization, First Kids PPEC. They provide 

services for kids with certain medical conditions, such as diabetes, cancer, and other conditions, 

up to the age of 21. They also provide transportation and have an after-school program. 

- Healthy Start Coalition of Miami-Dade (HSCMD): Heather Baker shared that their Fatherhood 

Initiative has officially begun taking referrals. Services are being provided in English and Creole. 

There are still seeking a Spanish-speaking staff member. The program provides education 

regarding fathering skills, relationship and communication skills and personal health. On each 

visit, fathers will receive an incentive such as a $20 gift card or a gift. Flyers with information will 

be shared. 

- BreastfeedMIAMI: KeTia Harris shared that the 12th Annual Breastfeeding Awareness Family 

Day will be on Saturday August 5th from 10 am to 2pm at Doral Legacy Park. The 3rd Annual Art 

of Breastfeeding Exhibition will be on Saturday August 26th at 11am-2 pm at Oak Grove Park. A 

call for artists will be soon to follow. Carla Sabugo shared that sponsorship package info and 

registration will be sent out soon. 

Adjournment The meeting adjourned at 11:36 a.m. The next Children Issues Committee virtual meeting is scheduled 

for Friday, June 26, 2023, from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. via Microsoft Teams.   

 

 


