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TOPIC DISCUSSION  ACTION NEEDED 
 
Members Present 

Dr. Richard Thurer, Chair, University of Miami Miller School of Medicine  
Bill Amodeo, Co-Chair, All Star Media 
Zinzi Bailey, University of Miami Sylvester Cancer Center 
Guadalupe Barroso, Jackson Health System 
Lourdes Castañeda, University of Miami Area Health Education Center (AHEC) 
Maritza Tejada, University of Miami Area Health Education Center (AHEC) 
John Michael Pierobon, Concerned Citizen 
Katherine Cabrera, City of Hialeah Parks & Recreation   
Zahra Janoowalla,  Parents Against Vaping e-cigarettes 
Amber Graham, Miami-Dade County Public Schools 
Kashika Bharol, American Lung Cancer Screening Initiative  
Shreya Papneja, American Lung Cancer Screening Initiative  
Luigi Ferrer, Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade  
Islamiyat Nancy Adebisi, Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade County 

Nikki Chuck, Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade County 
Candace Williams, Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade County  
Kianna Talley, Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade County 
Laurie Varona, Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade County  
Natouchka Murray, Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade County 

 

Welcome and Introductions The Tobacco-Free Workgroup was brought to order by the Chair, Dr. Richard 
Thurer, at 9:30am. All members were welcomed and introduced themselves. 

 

Review and Approval of 
Minutes 

The minutes from the Tobacco-Free Workgroup meeting held on May 23, 2022, 
were reviewed. No changes to the minutes were noted. John Michael Pierobon 
made the motion to approve the minutes and Islamiyat Nancy Adebisi seconded the 
motion. Members of the Tobacco-Free Workgroup unanimously approved the 
minutes from May 23, 2022. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

George Washington 

University American Lung 

Cancer Screening Initiative 

• Representatives from the American Lung Cancer Screening Initiative gave a 
presentation on community engagement to increase awareness about the 
importance of lung cancer screening.    
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Partner Updates • Members announced the upcoming Intercoastal Beach Cleanup that is 
scheduled to take place on September 17, 2022. It will be located at 
Virginia Key Dog Beach which is located across from MAST Academy High 
School. More information will be sent out as the events gets closer to the 
date. If you are interested, please be sure to share with your organizations 
and youth organizations. Community service hours will be available for 
those who attend.    

 
 

 

Executive Board Update • The Bounty of Health Summer Bash will be held on August 27, 2022, at the 
Homestead Motor Speedway. It is an annual event and participation is 
strongly encouraged. It is asked that members please spread the word 
regarding the event and staff look forward to seeing partners attend. If any 
organizations are interested in participating, please reach out to staff 
members and to be directed to the appropriate staff that is coordinating the 
event.  

• The Consortium for a Healthier Miami-Dade’s Virtual Mental Health 
Summit will take place on September 16, 2022.  

• The Executive Board previously discussed food insecurity and the various 
food banks around the county. It is an ongoing activity.   

 

Previous Action Items Subcommittee Updates 

• Subcommittee Overview – The workgroup is always soliciting membership 
for our various subcommittees which includes Tobacco-Free Environments, 
Youth and Young Adult, Policy and Surveillance, Communications and 
Public Relations, and Cessation Access. It is encouraged for members to 
pick a committee(s) and sign-up for those that might be appropriate.  

• Tobacco-Free Environments Subcommittee – Guadalupe Barroso provided 
an update on how the subcommittee had their meeting on April 28, 2022. 
The committee did not meet in June due to staff were finalizing the details 
on creating additional details on creating the Cessation Access 
Subcommittee. The committee does plan to meet in August to discuss new 
initiatives that began in July. The Tobacco Free Public Spaces initiative will 
include parks and beaches. The subcommittee will be sharing more 
information after the meeting. Please remember to sign up for 
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subcommittees that align with your interests and the subcommittee is 
always recruiting new members.  

• Dr. Thurer mentioned how lung cancer screening programs have a tobacco 
cessation program and cessation services can be made available to those 
who are being screened and still smoke.  

• Policy & Surveillance Subcommittee – Dr. Zinzi Bailey provided an update 
from the subcommittee regarding meeting with a representative from 
District 2. The meeting provided a helpful conversation and believed they 
are genuinely interested in getting more technical assistance around key 
elements of the new legislation that has passed and thinking about draft 
language which will be provided after the Florida Department of Health 
receives guidance form the Public Health Law Center. The subcommittee 
hopes to develop local ordinances or local support and enforcement of the 
tobacco free parks and beaches regarding championing some of this for the 
county. The representative also mentioned and emphasized due to the 
upcoming elections, it would be a good point for District 2, but it might 
also be ideal to reach out to Commissioner Eileen Higgins to champion this 
initiative for the county so that it can be a county guidance and that other 
municipalities and other localities can sign in. Miami Beach has proposed 
and will be moving forward with enforcing and having their own local 
ordinances for upholding tobacco-free beaches. The subcommittee will be 
continuing to have conversations and reaching out to people in Miami 
Beach as well as other localities where the subcommittee thinks this can be 
championed.  

• Dr. Thurer mentioned how Miami Beach is proposing an ordinance that 
will be going for a second reading presuming that is passes, within the next 
month. 

• John Michael mentioned how he recently spoke with Alex Fernandez, who 
is a council member in Miami Beach. He is the one who proposed the bill 
that passed the first hearing within Miami Beach. It was proposed for the 
Tobacco-Free Workgroup to write a thank you letter to the councilman for 
proposing the bill and a final hearing for the bill will be held on September 
14, 2022. It was also suggested for the workgroup to issue a press release 



CONSORTIUM FOR A HEALTHIER MIAMI-DADE 
Tobacco-Free Workgroup 

Meeting Minutes 
Monday, July 25, 2022 

 

4 

or draft a letter congratulating Councilman Alex Fernandez for putting 
effort towards the ordinance.   

SWAT Updates 

• The Students Working Against Tobacco (SWAT) in Miami-Dade County are 
gearing up for the 2022-2023 fiscal year. Out of the four Youth Advocacy 
Board (YAB) members from region 4, Miami-Dade County has three 
members that have been selected to be representatives. In addition, SWAT is 
currently getting information out to all the SWAT clubs for the upcoming 
events and preparing for Not a Lab Rat Day which will be held in October. 
The Youth and Young Adult essay contest will be presented during the 
regional meeting that will be held later this evening. The SWAT 
Coordinator will also reach out to the American Lung Cancer Screening 
Initiative to strategize collaborative efforts with SWAT youth. 

•  It was suggested for the SWAT Coordinator to prepare for youth to 
participate in advocacy efforts with municipalities in regard to smoke free 
parks and beaches.   

Performance Measures in 
Need of Improvement 

• Workplan item:  Access to Care – By September 30, 2024, the committee 
will work to review socioeconomic status (SES) needs index by all 13 
clusters and identify areas of need. Through our map process, which is the 
assessment process to understand what's going on within our community 
health wise, there was data collected regarding socioeconomic status as 
well as the county which was sectored off into 13 clusters. They are 
recently wrapping up a population study. Once that data becomes 
available, staff will be sure to share with the committee, so we can have a 
better understanding of the socioeconomic factors that are affecting our 
residents, how that ties into health, and how that ties into the work that 
we're doing, so that we can make an impact. One of the initiatives that we 
have is called Cessation Access and the main focus of that initiative is to 
assist those in great need of cessation resources to help them quit if they are 
smokers. The committee will be sure to follow up and provide more 
information once more information is received.  
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• Workplan item: Chronic Disease – By September 30, 2024, the committee 
will work to promote communities and organizations that have been able 

to maintain smoke-free/tobacco-free environments. Partners have compiled 

a list of properties that have been able to maintain smoke-free/tobacco-free 

environments and those who may be in need of establishing policies. Some 

properties have strong policies. However, it becomes an issue with 

maintaining those policies within their communities. The Florida Apartment 

Association will be having their annual meeting from September 28th – 30th 

in Broward County at the Diplomat in Hollywood and partners plan to attend 

to push more information to property managers.  

Point of Sale Surveillance  • During the last few quarters, the committee have been doing point of sale 
surveillance with different retailers. We were able to complete 114 store 
surveillance by quarter 4, some of which have been out of business. 
Through store surveillance, staff realized that a lot of retailers were not in 
compliance with age of sale signs. Staff was able to print and provide the 
retailers with proper signage. Moving forward, staff is awaiting to see what 
the Bureau has in store for future surveillance that will be conducted in 
quarter 1 and quarter 2.  

 

Tobacco Prevention and 
Control FY 2022/2023 
Workplan Initiatives 

• Staff just finalized and submitted the Work plan initiatives for FY 
2022/2023. 

• For goal area one, staff still have the Point of Sale Initiative. Although we are 
preempted in encouraging a tobacco retailer license, this year, we are going 
to continue surveillance efforts and will now be doing specific surveillance 
for vaping stores. There was really no true listing of vaping stores prior to 
the law that was put in place that required them to register for a license, so 
now we are going to be doing intentional and in-depth investigation to see 
what the concerns are within our county. 

• With the K-12 initiative, staff are going to continue to work with the school 
district to update their tobacco free school policy. The pilot program for 
vaping is still underway, but we do have the live vape free text initiative that 
the Bureau has for youth that are using these products.  
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• For goal area two, the Some-Free Multi-unit Housing Initiative, staff are 
encouraging properties to go smoke free to essentially protect residents form 
secondhand smoke exposure. 

• Tobacco Free Public Places, also known as tobacco free policies, is in regard 
to smoke free parks and beaches. Now that a law is underway, efforts will be 
geared towards reaching out to municipalities and counties to assist with 
adopting policy change. We will be working closely with partners so if 
anyone is interested in helping advocate, please be sure to let staff know.  

• Additionally, we have our Cessation Access initiative which is focused on 
creating policies to assist organizations to create referral policies. It is policy 
focused and staff are assisting to create referral policies to refer clients to 
cessation services and the goal is to link those in need to care.  

• In regards to partnership, it is apart of the workplan to provide technical 
support and assistance to maintain the partnership. Recruitment will 
continue with supporting the work of the partnership.  

• With the Students Working Against Tobacco (SWAT), we have a chapter that 
is made up of clubs both middle and high school students between the ages 
of 11 to 17. They are our youth advocates and this year we are being 
intentional in terms of training the youth and getting them involved.  

• The last piece of the workplan is to promote cessation within our healthcare 
facilities, specifically the County Health Department, through providing 
educational materials for the clinics.  

• It is the intention for the state to go back to in-person meetings. In regards to 
in-person meetings, there have been some concerns voiced, especially on the 
Consortium’s end, given that the current variant is more contagious. The 
Executive Board voted to continue to maintain the virtual status of the 
consortium. The Executive Board is willing to draft any statements regarding 
continuing to host virtual partnership meetings if need be.  

Tobacco-Free Parks and 
Beaches 

• Parks and Beaches were previously discussed during the Tobacco Free 
Environments Subcommittee update and Workplan Initiatives.   
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Upcoming Legislative 
Session 

• John Michael mentioned his op-ed piece that was published July 16, 2022, 
in the Orlando Sentinel. A link will be set out to access the article. 

• The comment period for the FDA ends August 2nd to ban menthol cigarettes 
and flavored cigars.  

• Mexico, on World No Tobacco Day, banned the sale and marketing of vaping 
devices. They banned the importation last year, but now, you can no longer 
sale or market any vaping devices. Mexico is actually considering smoking 
in beaches, parks, playgrounds and stadiums, which is something to consider 
mentioning to state legislators.  

• House Bill 105 was signed into law by Governor DeSantis on June 24, 2022. 
It exempts unfiltered cigars, and it does not include state parks and beaches. 

• The Coalition of Coalitions meets the second Tuesday of every month at 
9:00am and members are welcome to join the meeting. If members would 
like the link, John Michael will be able to forward the information.  

• Three things to possibly accomplish for the next legislative session are to get 
rid of the exemption of filtered cigars, work towards including state parks 
and beaches into the law, and hopefully raise tobacco taxes.  

 

 

Adjourn 

• The meeting was adjourned by the Chair, Dr. Richard Thurer at 11:00am.  

• The next Tobacco-Free Workgroup meeting will be held on Monday, 
September 19, 2022, at 9:30 am.  

 


