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TOPIC DISCUSSION  ACTION 
NEEDED 

Membership 

Total 

(28)  

Chair:  Leyanee Perez, American Healthy Weight Alliance 

Audrey Hall, Epilepsy Florida 

Beth Ruhmann, Baptist Health South Florida 

Clara Garcia, United Way Miami 

Ellen Bowen, Food Rescue US South Florida 

Eric Trope, Buddy System Mia 

Franchine Peters, Roxcy Bolton Rape Treatment Center 

Gloria Orlandi-Kass, Alzheimer’s Association 

Jessica Mulroy, Florida Department of Health 

Joshua Smith, Mind Over Matter Allied Health, LLC. 

Krystal Burkeybile, CLT Business Solutions, LLC.  

Laurie Varona, Florida Department of Health 

Luz Moncada, Florida Department of Health 

Magda Campoamor, Optum/WellMed 

Marie-Carmelle Lindley, Arts A L 

Mayra Garcia, Florida Department of Health 

Melissa Severson, Florida Department of Health 

Rachel Komich, Buddy System Mia 

Rachelle Theodore, CLT Business Solutions 

Salman Raja, YMCA South Florida 

Sandra Echeverry, Florida Department of Health 

Saradjine Batrony, SB Pro Writing Services, LLC 

Susan Holtzman, Miami-Dade County, Office of the Mayor 

Tamia Medina, Florida Department of Health 

Tenesha Avent, March of Dimes 

Virginia Munoz, Florida Department of Health 

Yamayra Valentin Otero, Epilepsy Florida 

Zulema Santacruz, Banyan Health Systems 
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Welcome and 

Introductions 

The Consortium for a Healthier Miami-Dade Health Promotion and Disease Prevention 

Committee meeting was brought to order by Leyanee Perez at 2:00pm. 

 

Approval of 

Minutes 

There was a motion to approve the March 2022 Health Promotion and Disease Prevention minutes 

by Tamia Medina; the motion was seconded by Rachelle Theodore. 

 

Executive Board 

Update 

▪ The Executive Board continues to plan the Consortium’s Mental Health Summit. The event 

will take place on Friday, September 16th, 2022. The agenda for the event is still being drafted 

and speakers are still being selected. The topic chosen for this committee is Mental Health and 

Stigma.  If you are interested in being a presenter at the virtual mental health summit on the 

topic of Mental Health & Stigma please submit your name, organization to Melissa Maytin at 

Melissa.Maytin@flhealth.gov.  

▪ The Board also discussed programmatic updates on the CDC’s COVID-19 and Health Equity 

grant.  

 

Presentations ▪ “Food Rescue US” presented by Ellen Bowen, Site Director at Food Rescue US-South Florida. 

The presentation focused on an overview of programs and services. 

 

▪ “Buddy System MIA, Inc.” presented by  Eric Trope, Chief Operating Officer at Buddy 

System Mia & Rachel Komich, Community Engagement Coordinator at Buddy System Mia.  

The presentation focused on an overview of programs and services. 

 

Partner Updates ▪ Epilepsy Florida helps anyone who has Epilepsy or suspects that they do regardless of their 

financial situation. Free seizure first aid presentations and more, contact Audrey Hall at: 

ahall@epilepsyfl.org. They are also hiring a community resource specialist in Broward 

County. It is full time at 35 hours per week with full benefits and between $17 to $20.00 an 

hour. 

▪ SB Pro Writing Services, LLC focuses on health and health literacy. They are starting a 

program for Haitian immigrants and are recruiting participants. They are also having a focus 

group as well to discuss the curriculum and a literacy campaign. For more information contact 

Saradjine Batrony at: Sara@sbprowriting.com.  

▪ Banyan Health is collecting community resources to share with their patients. If you are 

interested in sharing information, please contact: zsantacruz@banyanhealth.org. A new health 
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and wellness building as part of the library system. It has an auditorium and a demonstration 

kitchen for those seeking to host a community event. The new building is on 92nd and Coral 

Way. For more information, visit: https://mdpls.org/branch-westchester-wellness-center.  

Adjournment ▪ The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 17th, 2022, virtually. The meeting was 

adjourned at 3:30 PM 
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