
CONSORTIUM FOR A HEALTHIER MIAMI-DADE 
Health Promotion and Disease Prevention Committee Meeting  

Tuesday, August 17th, 2021 
2:01 PM – 2:52 PM 

 

 

 

TOPIC DISCUSSION  ACTION 
NEEDED 

Membership 

Total 

(24 attendees)  

Co-Chair: Teri Busse-Arvesu, Miami-Dade County 

Amy Pont, Community Care Plan and Heart Community Resource Center 

Audrey Hall, Epilepsy Florida (on behalf of Michelle Collins) 

Camila Masson, Hope for Miami  

Coraal Cohen, United Way of Broward 

Danielle Cannarozzi, Liberty Dental Plan 

Gloria Martinez, Tree of Life Parenting Center 

Imelda Medina, Familias Unidas International, Inc. 

Jessica C. Mulroy, Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade 

Lacy Boyles, American Heart Association 

Lucette Talamas, Baptist Health South Florida  

Lunique St Hilaire, UF/IFAS Extension 

Luz Adriana Moncada, Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade (Asthma Coordinator) 

Lynne Kunins, FLIPANY 

Mayra Garcia, Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade 

Monica Skoko, Miami-Dade County 

Rachel A. Biderman, UF/IFAS Extension EFNEP 

Rosa Novo, Miami-Dade County Public Schools (joined chat @2:53PM; could not connect earlier) 

Sandra Echeverry, Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade (Asthma Coordinator) 

Solina Rulfs, UF/IFAS Extension 

Susan Holtzman, Miami-Dade County, Office of the Mayor 

Tamia Medina, Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade 

Zulema Santacruz, Banyan Health Systems  

Presenter: Teresa Olczyk, University of Florida IFAS Extension 

 

Welcome and 

Introductions 

The Consortium for a Healthier Miami-Dade Health Promotion and Disease Prevention 

Committee meeting was brought to order by Vice-Chair Teri Busse Arvesu at 2:01 PM. 

 

Approval of 

Minutes 

There was a motion to approve the July 2021 Health Promotion and Disease Prevention minutes 

by Amy Pont; the motion was seconded by Tamia Medina. 
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Executive Board 

Update 

▪ 2021 Consortium Annual Event and Awards Ceremony will be hosted virtually on Friday, 

October 1st, 2021 at 10 a.m. To register please sign up here: 

https://www.healthcouncil.org/2021-consortium-annual-event. Ten nominees for the Florida 

Worksite Wellness Awards have been received. (Event info & link were shared in meeting 

chat). 

▪ The Board continues the discussion on COVID-19 vaccinations and the Board supporting the 

HFSF I Did It! campaign. They also continued the discussion on ways to educate the 

community better on the COVID-19 vaccinations.  

▪ Candice Schottenloher presented the results of the Subject Matter Expert Conversation the 

Board had back in June. The results highlighted findings from the conversation and compared 

to the 2013 evaluation. This was conducted to review the sustainability and provide a current 

evaluation on the Executive Board.      

▪ The Board also had a brief health equity discussion to think about how we can raise awareness 

and understanding of health equity issues and how the social determinants of health play a role 

within our community.  

▪ DOH grant updates were provided RFPs will be for media efforts. RFAs will be related to all 

areas of the social determinants of health (SDOH). This will be based off underserved areas 

and communities with high rates of chronic disease as well as the level of impact by COVID-

19. There will be a formal call for request of applications tentatively scheduled for September. 

More details to come as available.   

 

Presentation “UF/IFAS Extension Program Overview” by Teresa Olczyk, MS, University of Florida’s   

Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (UF/IFAS) Extension, Miami-Dade County Director. 

For more information or partnership opportunities please contact:  Teresa Olczyk at: twol@ufl.edu 

or Rachel Biderman at: rbiderman@ufl.edu.  

 

Work Plan 

Discussion 

▪ Canceled: Tuesday, December 21st, 2021 HPDP Committee meeting. 

▪ By September 30, 2024 the committee will work to host a presentation from the UF/IFAS 

Extension to identify resources available and best means of referral. Today’s presentation will 

be reported as progress for this measure. 

▪ By September 30, 2024 the committee will work to host an annual health fair for the 

community. 

o The committee has proposed to host the health fair (2nd Annual Bounty of Health) on 

 

https://www.healthcouncil.org/2021-consortium-annual-event
mailto:twol@ufl.edu
mailto:rbiderman@ufl.edu
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Thursday, November 18th, 2021 from 9-12pm at the West Perrine Health Center (WPHC). 

o This would be a 2-part event consisting of a virtual educational component and a drive-thru 

health fair and food distribution (possibly Farm Share). 

o Currently working on logistics details at WPHC (e.g., day of traffic routing for drive-thru). 

o A select number of vendors will be allowed on-site the day of the drive thru. Other 

interested vendors are welcomed to provide materials to include in the distribution 

packages. 

o If your organization is interested in participating contact: Melissa.Maytin@flhealth.gov. 

Recognition of 

Improved 

Performance 

▪ By September 30, 2024 the committee will work to support the work of the Healthy Baby 

Taskforce (HBT) and Children’s Issues (CI) committee. 

o During last month’s committee meeting the committee had a presentation on the 

“Pregnancy & Beyond: Social Media Toolkit”. This toolkit was emailed to the entire 

committee. 

 

Partner Updates ▪ Audrey Hall, Epilepsy Florida, Community Resource Specialist, invited those interested in 

educational presentations about epilepsy and seizure first aid to contact her 

ahall@epilepsyfl.org or 904-219-3016, and provided a link in chat for additional resources: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KvysOeYNuqJGjfz4tcVJApgjIdtZ9EPq/view?usp=sharing.   

▪ Gloria Martinez announced that Tree of Life Parenting Center will be hosting a 2021 

community baby shower on September 18th, 2021. Any mom currently expecting or has a child 

3 months and under can register. For more information visit: https://www.treeoflifemiami.org/. 

▪ Susan Holtzman announced that if you are interested in organizing a temporary pop-up 

vaccination event with the County, contact her via email Susan.holtzman@miamidade.gov.  

▪ Mayra Garcia announced the Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade is offering COVID-

19 vaccinations and appointments at several sites (additional info was placed in chat). 

▪ Dr. Imelda Medina, Familias Unidas International, is implementing the Chronic Disease Self-

Management Program virtually and in-person. For more information contact Dr. Imelda 

Medina. 

▪ The next Healthy Happens Here Webinar will be taking place on August 26th, 2021 from 1-

2pm on Mindful Eating presented by a local registered dietician. An email was sent to all 

Consortium members for registration. 

 

mailto:Melissa.Maytin@flhealth.gov
mailto:ahall@epilepsyfl.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KvysOeYNuqJGjfz4tcVJApgjIdtZ9EPq/view?usp=sharing
https://www.treeoflifemiami.org/
mailto:Susan.holtzman@miamidade.gov
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Adjournment 

▪ The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 21st, 2021 virtually. The meeting was 

adjourned at 2:52 PM  

 


