
CONSORTIUM FOR A HEALTHIER MIAMI-DADE 
Children Issues Committee Meeting  

Thursday, June 27, 2013 
 

1 

   

TOPIC DISCUSSION  ACTION NEEDED 
Membership Total 
  (22) 

Shanika Watson, Florida Health in Miami Dade County 
Charlotte Waddell, Florida Health in Miami Dade County 
Joanne Palenzuela, University of Miami 
Evelyn Sullivan, Guardian Ad Litem Program 
Dr. Ruby Natale, University of Miami 
Anissa Yarbrough, BSO/CPIS 
Jeannie Necessary, Common Threads 
Jeff Hurst, DCF Child care 
Almira Thomas Gayle, Florida Health in Miami Dade County 
Ian Fleary , DCF 
Anthony Rouzier, Henry Gets Moving 
Cyntheria Martin, DCF 
Suzette Frazier, DCF 
Claudette Seymour, DCF 
Pauline Kinsey, DCF 
Gloria Johnson, DCF 
 
TELECONFERENCE: 
Alina Soto- Committee Chair, Department of Children and Families 
Alfonso Leon, Florida International University 
Natalia Coletti, Healthy Start Coalition of Miami Dade 
Maima Radcliffe, Community Health of South Florida 
Gabrielle Evans, MCNA Dental 
Elisabeth O’Brate, Community Smiles 

 

Welcome and 
Introductions 

The monthly meeting of the Consortium for a Healthier Miami-Dade Children Issues 
Committee was brought to order by Alina Soto at 10:13A.M.   
 
All members were welcomed and introduced themselves. 
 

 

Approval of 
Minutes 

There was a motion to approve the June 2013 Children Issues minutes by Shanika 
Watson; the motion was seconded by Anthony Rouzier. 
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Work Plan Status 
Update 

Question: 
What would you like to see and/or share as a member of the Children Issues 
Committee? 
 
MAPP 2013 (Mobilizing for Action Through Partnership & Prioritization) 
-2018 Miami Dade County Community Health Goals will be the focus for Children 
Issues Committee.  Priorities being the first three listed.  MAPP priority rankings are: 
1) Access to Care   2) Chronic Disease and Prevention    3)  Health Care Disparities.  
Updated 2010-2013 Work Plan will be created from this. 
 
Anthony (Author of Henry Gets Moving) 

 Work Plan Strategy- Explore Student Membership: reaching out to the 
different universities along with Alfie Leon (FIU).  Tying in their collaboration 
with the American college of sports medicine with Henry (Henry Gets Moving) 
and exercise medicine on campus groups. Engage schools in Miami- Dade 
County, Broward County, and Palm Beach County to start their exercise 
medicine on campus group.  Especially in Miami Dade where they can then be 
part of the Consortium and engage in hands-on activities. 

 Anthony is working on a Henry Gets Moving toolkit action plan curriculum 
with professors across the world. Wants to create this as an action plan for 
Consortium members. 

 Next Step: Anthony will sit down with Dr. Natale and other interested 
Children Issues members reaching out to the universities/schools 
talking to them about the Consortium and Henry Gets Moving and 
mentioning the exercise medicine on campus.   Having these groups on 
campus and getting the Consortium involved.  Saying to the 
universities/schools these are the long term opportunities they have to 
help the community.  One suggested university is the University of 
Miami. 
 

   Dr. Ruby Natale (University of Miami) 

 Work Plan Strategy- Invite Other Key Health Organizations involved with 
child health to join the committee.  Dr. Natale invited Pam Hollingsworth 
(attended the Nemours meeting) to the CI committee meeting. 

 

Update work plan 
using MAPP needs 
assessment. 
 
 
 
 
Anthony volunteered 
to get involved in the 
Explore Student 
Membership 
component for the 
work plan.  He will 
prepare an outline 
for the committee. 
 
 
 
To get Consortium 
involved with finding 
sponsors to get Henry 
Gets Moving books 
donated here for 
kids. 
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Newsletter – CI committee members:  

o Shanika explained to CI members that volunteers are needed for the 
Consortium Connection newsletter. 

o Committee members signed up to submit a Consortium Connection 
newsletter for upcoming months. 

     If anyone is interested in submitting any information for the newsletter, please      
e-mail shanika_watson@doh.state.fl.us  or to  :amelinda_loddo@doh.state.fl.us . 
 
Flyers and event information is to be sent to Shanika. 

Partner Updates  
Gabrielle (MCNA Dental) 

 Plan on hosting a Back-to-school event involving a dental day where free 
screenings will take place for kids and adults in the community.  Want to see 
if other organizations would like to partner with them, providing free 
mammograms, blood glucose levels.  Event to take place in August 2013 and is 
currently in the planning stages. 
 

Anthony (Henry Gets Moving) 

 In September 2013, FIU is planning a field day with the Health University Task 
Force, co-chaired by Nancy Maidique (Tobacco Free Workgroup).  Henry Gets 
Moving toolkit-one day intervention and planning a 6 week intervention 
where students would go in two times a week.  Have corporate sponsors that 
are willing to donate some of these books to this event. Welcomes any other 
donations.  Wants to give kids a take a way package. 

 Dr. Ruby Natale suggested Flipany of Broward County to possibly become 
involved with Anthony’s event as a parent engagement component.  They cook 
with the parents and children, showing them healthy ways of eating. 

 Parks and Recreation will be participating with the event. 
 
Dr. Ruby Natale (University of Miami) 

 A year ago wrote an article based on the CPPW grant (Communities Putting 
Prevention to Work) regarding child care centers on the needs assessment data 
and the quality of nutrition and physical activity and family child care homes 
verses child care centers.  She is still working on it getting published and 

 
 
Gabrielle is to submit 
a CHOP form 
(Community Health 
Outreach Program 
form with event 
information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:shanika_watson@doh.state.fl.us
mailto:amelinda_loddo@doh.state.fl.us
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submitted it to the Journal of Childhood Education. 
 
Natalia Coletti (Healthy Start Coalition) 

 At the April 2013 Children Issues Committee meeting, Natalia mentioned 
Breastfeeding training from a curriculum done by the Center for Breastfeeding 
that was going to take place.  The 20 hour training has been completed where 
27 individuals were trained. 

 
Alina-Executive Board update will be provided at next meeting in July 2013. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Business Orthonow 

 Orthopedic Urgent Care providing free baseline testing in South Florida for all 
athletes and students. 

 Offers same-day access to the specialists have on-premise digital x-ray, MRI, 
acute care operating rooms and post-injury rehabilitation. 
 
For more information visit: www.orthonowmiami.com 

 
Alina mentioned the Consortium for a Healthier Miami-Dade held a 10 year Annual 
Showcase meeting on May, 2013 was a success. 
Dr. Steve Marcus- Health Foundation awarded the Consortium with $1,200 towards 
each committee.  Next month, committee will discuss how this stipend could be used.  
One suggestion is towards Obesity Awareness. 
 
2013 Community Health Survey- (Mobilizing for Action Through Partnership & 
Prioritization) 

 MAPP 2013-2018 Miami Dade County Community Health  Goals and 
Strategies meeting held on April 11, 2013: 
 70 stakeholders attended.  Of 22 ballot topics, the priority ranking results 

are as follows: 
1. Access to Care 
2. Chronic Disease and Prevention 
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3. Health Care Disparities 
4. Primary Care and Medical Homes 
5. Nutrition and Physical Activity 
6. Mental Health and Mental Disorders 
7. Socioeconomic Factors 
8. Increased Interagency Communication 
9. Heart Disease and Stroke 
10. HIV, STDs and Infectious Diseases 
11. Cancer 
12. Special Needs Populations, incl. Children w/ disabilities and Seniors 
13. Substance Abuse and Excessive Drinking 
14. Maternal and Child Health 
15. Undocumented Populations 
16. Cultural Competency 
17. Workforce 
18. Oral Health Care 
19. Injury and Violence Prevention 
20. Tobacco Use 
 

Alina’s suggestion:  Find 3 goals we can support based on the findings of the MAPP 
priorities.  Community Health Improvement Plan derived from the State Health 
Improvement Plan will incorporate these MAPP priorities.  Community Health 
Improvement Plan meeting will take place in October 2013 at the United Way 
Building, where committees will share strategies they have come up with. 
  For more information on these reports, visit the Consortium website at 
www.healthymiamidade.org/resources/topic-areas 
 
 
Questions for the CI Committee: 
 
What are you currently doing in your everyday work that we can collectively support 
that speaks to those items on the CHIP (Community Health Improvement Plan)? 
 
What deliverables can we support as a group? 
  Ex. Oral Health component, Lactation, Breastfeeding, physical activity. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Committee to discuss 
deliverables of MAPP 
priorities for the July 

http://www.healthymiamidade.org/resources/topic
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Charlotte (DOH)- suggested main priority area for Children Issues committee to focus 
on is obtaining a healthy weight component, due to the activities the committee is 
already doing.   Alina mentioned that Dr. Ruby Natale and Anthony would benefit 
from this.   
 
Evelyn Sullivan (Guardian Ad Litem Program)- mentioned interest in #19 the Injury 
and Violence Prevention component of the MAPP priority for further discussion with 
Alina. 
 
Ian (DCF)- mentioned interest in #7 the Socioeconomic Factors Impacting Health 
component of the MAPP priority for further discussion with Alina. 
 
Alfie Leon (FIU)- to take on #18 the Oral Health component of the MAPP priority. 
 
Jeannie Necessary (Common Threads)- mentioned interest in #5 the Nutrition and 
Physical Activity component of the MAPP priority, since the focus is on childhood 
obesity. 
 
 
Charlotte (DOH)- mentioned to CI committee if there are any performance indicators 
that your agency tracks as measures of success for your efforts so the FL Department 
of Health can incorporate them into the CHIP strategy.  Data source is needed for 
every measure of success. 
 
 

 
 

meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Old Business 
 
 
 
 

 
None discussed 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
Public Speaking Workshop 
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 held by Marketing & Membership Committee 
CBS4 News Station    8900 NW Terrace Miami, FL 33172 
August 7, 2013             2:00pm-3:00pm 
By RSVP only 
 
Florida Department of Health providing free vaccines for kids at 
West Perrine Health Center 
18255 Homestead Avenue 
Miami, FL 33157 
 
Little Haiti Health Center               Downtown Clinic                    North Miami Clinic 
300 NE 80th Terrace                       1350 NW 14th Street             14101 NW 8th Ave 
Miami, FL 33138                            Miami, FL 33125                  North Miami, FL 33168 
 
 
 
 

Adjournment The next meeting will be held on Thursday,  July 25, 2013  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:29 AM. 
 

 

 
 


