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Recommendations with Strategies, Objectives and Action Steps

Recommendation 1:

IMPROVE ACCESS TO COMMUNITY AND SCHOOL-BASED PREVENTION
PROGRAMS FOR ALL AGES.-

Strategy/Objective/Action Step- Page

Date
R1-S1 Strategy 1: Increase access to fluoridation. 1
R1-S2 Strategy 2: Advocate for improved diet and nutrition in schools in at least one area of the 2

state.

R1-S3 Strategy 3: Expand school-based dental sealant programs. 2
R1-S4 Strategy 4: Expand school-based and school-linked fluoride mouthrinse programs. 3
R1-S5 Strategy 5: Develop school-based fluoride varnish programs. 3

Recommendation 2: IMPROVE ACCESS TO ORAL HEALTH EDUCATION PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN

AND ADULTS.

R2-S1 Strategy 1: Enlist support from and train school health providers and educators on oral 5
health issues.

R2-S2 Strategy 2: Develop appropriate grade-level oral health education curricula in both public 5
and private schools.

R2-S3 Strategy 3: Provide community-based oral health education presentations throughout 7
communities

R2-S4 Strategy 4: Advocate for increased funding for community and school-based oral health 8

education programs.

Recommendation 3: INCREASE PUBLIC AND GOVERNMENTAL AWARENESS OF ORAL HEALTH ISSUES.

R3-S1 Strategy 1: Educate lawmakers and policymakers about the importance of oral health. 11
R3-S2 Strategy 2: Educate the public about the importance of oral health and the connection 11
between oral health and general health.
R3-S3 Strategy 3: Educate non-dental health care providers on the importance of oral health. 12
R3-S4 Strategy 4: Conduct work groups, forums, or summits to develop strategies, objectives, and 13
action steps for specific disadvantaged population groups including those with
specific health care needs
R3-S5 Strategy 5: Utilize internet resources for oral health information and education. 25
R3-S6 Strategy 6: Establish a statewide independent oral health coalition. 26

Recommendation 4: IMPROVE STATE AND COUNTY-BASED ORAL HEALTH DATA COLLECTION AND

RESEARCH
R4-S1 Strategy 1: Develop an outcome/disease-based data collection system and develop and 27
maintain state and county-specific profiles.
R4-S3 Strategy 2: Develop a systematic, annual analysis of the Medicaid and KidCare Dental 28
programs.
R4-S3-| Strategy 3: Advocate for a statewide oral health research agenda. 30
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Recommendation 5: IMPROVE ACCESS TO CARE BY ASSURING A HIGHLY TRAINED, DIVERSE,

APPROPRIATELY ALLOCATED DENTAL WORKFORCE.

Strategy/Objective/Action Step- Page
R5-S1 Strategy 1: Assure that an adequate number of appropriate dental care provider types exist 31
and increase the diversity of dental care providers.
R5-S3 Strategy 2: Expand professional training opportunities regarding care for special needs 33
populations.
R5-S3 Strategy 3: Expand volunteer incentives. 35
R5-S4 Strategy 4: Consider reforms to better utilize the existing dental workforce to achieve 35

improved access to care.

Recommendation 6: IMPROVE ACCESS TO CARE BY ASSURING ADEQUATE STATEWIDE, PUBLICLY

FOCUSED INFRASTRUCTURE AND SUPPORT PROGRAMS.

R6-S1 Strategy 1: Promote improvement of the Medicaid Dental program. 37
R6-S2- Strategy 2: Expand community-based safety-net fixed clinics and mobile units. 41
R6-S3 Strategy 3: Promote school oral health screenings at periodic intervals with appropriate 42
referrals.
R6-S4- Strategy 4: Improve Dental Services through the State Children’s Health Insurance 42
Program.
R6-S5- Strategy 5: Expand number of dental care providers/practitioners and centers with 43
expertise in caring for special needs populations.
R6-S6- Strategy 6: Promote continuity of oral health care through targeted case management and 44
patient education.
R6-S7- Strategy 7: Establish a county-specific, statewide resource guide of dental care programs 45
that provide care for disadvantaged and special needs populations.
R6-S8 Strategy 8: Develop resources to facilitate organizations applying for grants. 45
R6-S8 Strategy 9: Advocate increasing the quantity of safety-net dental providers by eliminating 46
barriers to participation.
Strategy 10: Explore teledentistry opportunities to increase access to care for underserved 46
R6-S10 populations.
R6-S11 Strategy 11: Advocate for the co-location of dental services with other health services and 47
removal of other barriers to access.
Recommendation 7: IMPROVE THE INTEGRATION OF ORAL HEALTH PREVENTION AND
EDUCATION INTO GENERAL HEALTH.
Strategy 1: Develop protocols to integrate oral health into all appropriate Department of 49
R7-51 Health programs.
Strategy 2: Ultilize existing community networks to identify and educate patients with 49
R7-S2 systemic diseases that relate to oral health.
R7-53 Strategy 3: Advocate for oral health screenings to become a routine part of medical 50
) examinations.
R7-S4 Strategy 4: Advocate for increased oral health training for medical professionals. 51
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